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1 This action is in response to the communication filed on 4/14/2004. 

2 DETAILED ACTION 

3 Claims 1-20 have been examined. 

4 Title 

5 The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 

6 indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

7 Information Disclosure Statement 

8 The information disclosure statement(s) (IDS) submitted on 4/14/2004, 1 1/14/2005, 

9 12/15/2005, and 4/6/2006 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, 

10 the examiner is considering the information disclosure statements. 

1 1 Drawings 

12 The drawings filed on 4/14/2004 are acceptable for examination proceedings. 

13 Specification 

14 Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

15 " 

16 The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on 

17 a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 

18 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 

19 printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 

20 and "said, " should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 

21 readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 
22 

23 The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 

24 title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns, " 

25 "The disclosure defined by this invention, " "The disclosure describes, " etc. 
26 

27 The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because: 

28 "The present invention provides" can be implied and therefor should be removed. 

29 Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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1 Claim Objections 

2 Claims 5-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: The word "copying" 

3 has been misspelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

4 Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

6 Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 

7 any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 

8 requirements of this title. 



9 

10 Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 

1 1 statutory subject matter. In this case, the claims arc directed towards a computer program per se. 

12 The computer program per se is nothing more than non-functional descriptive language. 

13 Because the claim does not recite that the computer program is embodied on a tangible medium, 

14 such as a computer readable storage medium, acting as computer component to realize its 

15 functionality, the claim is directed only to non-functional descriptive language. Therefore, the 

16 claims in question do not appear to fall within a statutory category of invention as set forth in 35 

17 USC 101. 



1 8 Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

19 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

20 basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

21 A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

22 (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 

23 country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 

24 application for patent in the United States. 
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1 Claims I, 4-9, 11-13, 15, 17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

2 anticipated by Sashihara et al. (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0 1 65008) hereinafter 

3 referred to as Sashihara. 

4 Regarding claims 1 and 13, Sashihara disclosed a mobile terminal (Sashihara Fig. 2) 

5 capable of identifying an authorized user (Sashihara [0004]: SIM based systems are capable of 

6 identifying authorized users using the SIM card), when a user connects a detachable memory 

7 medium to the mobile terminal (Sashihara [0004] : SIM card mounting), based on identification 

8 (ID) information stored in the memory medium (Sashihara [0004]: SIM identification 

9 information), comprising: memory area creating means for creating a memory area, which is 

10 unique to each authorized user, in association with the ID information of the user (Sashihara 

1 1 [0049]: the given area of the external memory where the encrypted ID is stored); encrypting 

12 means for reading out ID information from the memory medium connected to the mobile 

13 terminal (Sashihara [005 1]: registered ID read from SIM), and encrypting personal contents fed 

14 to the mobile terminal-on the basis of the ID information (Sashihara [0051]: encrypts the read 

15 private data using the registered ID); storing means for storing the encrypted personal contents in 

16 a specific memory area associated with the ID information (Sashihara [0051] and [0075]: stores 

17 the encrypted result into the external memory); and decrypting means for reading out ID 

1 8 information from the memory medium connected to the mobile terminal (Sashihara [0020] : read 

19 out the registered identification code from the subscriber card), and decrypting, based on the ID 

20 information, the personal contents encrypted and stored in the specific memory area associated 

21 with the ID information, thereby rendering the personal contents accessible to the user (Sashihara 

22 [0021]: decoding the data makes it accessible to the user that mounted the card). 
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1 Regarding claim 20, Sashihara disclosed that programs control the operation of the phone 

2 in which the method is described (Sashihara [0008]). 

3 Regarding claim 4, Sashihara disclosed information sharing means which allows the 

4 users at least either to write contents into a common memory area, which is shared by a plurality 

5 of authorized users, or to gain access to contents stored in the common memory area. (Sashihara 

6 [0021]: storing the decoded data in internal memory). 

7 Regarding claim 5, Sashihara disclosed operation means for, when the memory medium 

8 is connected by the user to the mobile terminal and the personal contents is accessible by the 

9 user, at least either coping or transferring the personal contents to the common memory area in 

1 0 accordance with the user's operation (Sashihara [002 1 ]). 

1 1 Regarding claim 6, Sashihara disclosed operation means for, when the memory medium 



12 is connected by the user to the mobile terminal and the personal contents is accessible by the 

13 user, at least either coping or transferring information stored at the common memory area to the 

14 specific memory area associated with the ID information in accordance with the user's operation 

15 (Sashihara [0051]: reading the data stored in the EEPROM and storing it in the external 

16 memory). 



17 Regarding claims 7 and 15, Sashihara disclosed that the encrypting means generates a 

1 8 cryptographic key based on ID information read out from the memory medium connected to the 

19 mobile terminal, and encrypts personal contents using the cryptographic key (Sashihara [0049] 

20 and [0051]). 

21 Regarding claims 8 and 17, Sashihara disclosed decrypting means generates a 

22 cryptographic key on the basis of ID information read out from the memory medium connected 
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1 to the mobile terminal, and decrypts the encrypted personal contents stored in the specific 

2 memory area associated with the ID information by using the cryptographic key (Sashihara 

3 [0021]). 

4 Regarding claim 9, Sashihara disclosed that the ID information is a subscriber 

5 information used for identifying a subscriber who is authorized to receive service to be provided 

6 via the mobile terminal, or a serial number uniquely assigned to the mobile terminal (Sashihara 

7 [0004]. 

8 Regarding claim 11, Sashihara disclosed that the mobile terminal is shared by a plurality 

9 of users and comprises a fixed specific memory area uniquely assigned to each of the user 

10 (Sashihara [0070]: where the private data is stored is assumed to be predetermined... for each 

1 1 registered user); said storing means, when the encrypted personal contents of a user is stored in 

12 the fixed memory area specifically assigned to the user, attaches a tag on a header portion of the 

13 fixed memory area (Sashihara [0049]: stores an encrypted ID into a given area of the external 

14 memory); and said decrypting means, when it is required to decrypt the encrypted personal data, 

15 determines the fixed memory area specifically assigned to the user by seeking the tag based on 

16 the ID information read from the memory medium currently connected to the mobile terminal 

17 (Sashihara [0060] - [0064]). 

18 Regarding claims 12 and 19, Sashihara disclosed that the memory medium is an IC card 

19 based on a common standard (Sashihara [0004]). 
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1 Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

3 obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

4 A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 

5 described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 

6 sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 

7 been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 

8 which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 

9 the invention was made. 
10 

1 1 Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sashihara. 

12 While Sashihara disclosed dynamic management of storing the encrypted data in the 



13 external memory, and decrypting the data read from the external memory (Sashihara [0049]- 

14 [0051] and [0060]-[0064]), Sashihara failed to specifically disclose that the data is managed as 

15 data files having a varied size in accordance with file management information. However, 

16 storing data as files of varying size is well known in the art of data storage. As such, it would 

17 have been obvious to the ordinary person to have stored the data as files of varying size. This 

1 8 would have been obvious because the ordinary person skilled in the art would have been 

19 motivated to utilize what was well known in the art. 



20 Claims 2-3, 14, 16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

21 over Sashihara as applied to claims 1 and 13 above, and further in view of Chujo et al. (US 

22 Patent Application Publication 2002/0023 156) hereinafter referred to as Chujo. 

23 While Sashihara disclosed that the encrypting means generates a cryptographic key based 

24 on ID information read out from the memory medium connected to the mobile terminal, and 

25 encrypts personal contents using the cryptographic key (Sashihara [0049] and [005 1]); and 
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1 further that the decrypting means generates a cryptographic key on the basis of ID information 

2 read out from the memory medium connected to the mobile terminal, and decrypts the encrypted 

3 personal contents stored in the specific memory area associated with the ID information by using 

4 the cryptographic key (Sashihara [0021]), and the memory area creating means includes means 

5 for, when the memory medium is connected to the mobile terminal, providing a subordinate 

6 memory area associated with the specific memory area in accordance with the user's operation 

7 (Sashihara [0049] and [005 1]: the storing of the encrypted data in the memory area), Sashihara 

8 failed to specifically said memory area creating means automatically creates, in response to the 

9 memory medium being connected to the mobile terminal, the specific memory area in 
1 0 association with the ID information stored in the memory medium. 



1 1 Chujo teaches that in a shared storage system, in order to ensure that each user does not 

12 store excessive amounts of data, a "reserve space" of the storage device should be automatically 

1 3 allocated to each user (Chujo [0005] and [0078]). 

14 It would have been obvious to the ordinary person skilled in the art at the time of 



15 invention to have employed the teachings of Chujo in the storage system of Sashihara by 

16 allocating a reserve space in the external storage for each user of the phone. This would have 

17 been obvious because the ordinary person skilled in the art would have been motivated to ensure 

1 8 that each user does not store excessive amounts of data. 

19 Conclusion 

20 Claims 1-20 have been rejected. 

2 1 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

22 disclosure. 
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1 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

2 examiner should be directed to MATTHEW T. HENNING whose telephone number is 

3 (571)272-3790. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4. 

4 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

5 supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 

6 organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

7 Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

8 Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

9 may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

10 applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

1 1 system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

1 2 system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 

13 like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

14 information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
15 

1 6 /Matthew T Henning/ 

1 7 Examiner, Art Unit 2131 

18 /Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

1 9 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



